FAR LEFT: Wheelchair
manufacturer and
quadriplegic Martin
firown has intervened
to make the life of
young Capetonian
Masixple Khahlakala
(LEFT}, who's newty
disabled. more
comfartable. RIGHT;
Martin uses a stick to
operate his computer
and cellphone

HEN he read in YOU
aboul a voung man
who became Jréri-
lysed trying to stop
someone from

committing subcide he

|||1l111-d:.:t4t|}' wanted

to reach out. He foand
il heroac Hhal the man was prepuared Lo risk
inpary to save a life.

As CEO of Radical Mobility, a company
specialising in supporting pamlysed people
Miartin Brown is in a perfect position to help
15-yedr-old construction worker Masixole
Khohlokale of Gugrdethe, Cape Town

And d3-vear-old Martin can truly empa
thise with Masi’s plight = he himself is in o
wheelchair after his C3-Ch verlebrie wene
dislocated in an sccident, beaving him pikia-
J:-hl.'t[ fronm the neck o,

Remarkabhy, hes used his disability to turn
his life gronnd and lsunch s now successful
enterprise,

His company makes customised wheel
chairs for paraplegics, and other products
such us specinlised ramps, medical cusdions
and walkers - all becanse e was dissatisfhed
with what he got when he bocawme paralysed

Lrétling te where he 1s now wasn't pliin
salling thowgh - Martin battled depression
ilter his accident 17 vears agn,

He was halfway through his medical stod-
s in emergency medicine al Wils Tech-
niken in Gauteng when. ona weekend awany
at & Vial River resort, he jumped off a jetty
into the river and hit a sandbank,

“lwias i ey dliffRcudt time for me” hesays,
"T'was st used to being active and busy. It was
like a switch had been flipped. There [ was, o
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Hed raised enough money to order an elec-
was completely wrong,

paramedic on the go and & dancers who did
tric wheelchadr from an Australian supplier,
H.I]d m(]ljlllty = EH‘H_I now I]E’q LOITIE‘ tU‘ thU Eﬂd His [rustration u-llh what lelt like a ladey

hallronim dancis 1R Iy lll!.,'_dl oty angd "1iil1F11J al
' aceling lor six months,
He was confined Lo a manual wheelchair
which frustrated him no énd because he
couldnt move freely. It was only four vears
DRIVI N G SEAT later in 2001 that he launched whst would
“When [ finully got the chair it was a Hitle dis

appointing becase it was useless. It needed

" piece of equipment eventually gave birth to

Oi e | IDC&I hEI‘ﬂ HySHANAAZ PRINCE Pictures PAPIMORAKE tlie':-uh-rprhr that now mekes him a fortunc.

become a lucrative business.
Martins wheelchairs give disabled people hope  biterics that cost k1 300 and the sating
16 | 11 SEPTEVEER 2014 youioo.ze



ARTINS friends rallbed @round
o raise the money for the elec-
tric wheelchair and his mom.
Lowise, and stepdad Dave
Stevn helped too. But first he
necded another six months of
rehuab to undo the physical damage the
wheelchair caused, including bed sores,

It wiass dhuring this Lime e el his birain-
wave. "l realised that if [ was strugghing to
fined @ wary o have o normal Bie despite being
]mlu.h*-ud liu i others }Tllltmllh faced Lih
sam issue. Martin sayvs,

He started experimenting with designing
mre comiortable, wser-friendlhy wheelchairs,
which he |.'|1\1m|,gq*l.{ would be customised (o
1USETR puit ictilar needs,

Fortungiely e had some knowledge of the
dessign principles. Before switching to emer-
geney services hed attended Jobo Orr Tech-
nical High School in fohannesburg and
Roodepoort Technical College where hed
studied tovwards an N5 certificate in mechnn-
ical emgineerning,

With the help of his parents he recruited a
team of 10, among them welders, suspension
L'\I wrls, 'l\'iriFlLﬂ‘ l’Ii]l"ft‘\ H1] ﬂ! e oS -
ager and a fibreghass expert

They found materials and
tools such as a welding
machine, grinder and drills on
online site |h:|uﬂ1tr_\' isrd creat
ed the first demo model in
about eight weeks, They then
created three more models (o
showcase at the Disability Expo
held in Kyulami, Johannesburg,
I MNovember 2005,

“We landed our first client from the Free
State when we showeased the four desnos at
the expo, Martin recalls

“When we finally ot the customised chair
to the client we painted it Ferrari-red and
had Ferran stickers all over it. He was in his
sixties bt Joved all things Fernari,

“We want our clients to feel 100 percent
comioriable in their wheelchairs”

News of the customised ehualrs, which cost
from R25 000, spread qupckly in the industry
and orders started mmnﬂ in. Now there
are distributors as far afield as Namibia,
Botswiing, Angola and the UK. who have ap-
proached Martin (o sefl the chairs in their
eounkries,

Martin is excited talking aboot the wheed
chairs. “The seating features on all our power

‘These things
happentoso .
many people.
Masi's story
intrigued me’ ou

wheelchairs are custom-designed around
vour requirernents, he says proudly.

“None of our power wheelchairs bs off-the-
shedfl productions just as no two physical dis-
abilities are the same, Our power wheel-
chairs are as lllllkilll." as Ui user 5.‘

Louise. whos alsa his manager. says Mar
tin has fun with the wheelchairs. “Td often
comme home 1o find him spinning doughnuts
in the yard. He once towed a Peageot Boser
van and Nissan Navara bakdde with his chair:
that’s how strong these things are!”

1% drive and determination has
seen Martin scoop one awarnd af-
ter the other over the past eight
years. This includes winning the
Sanfam and Business Partners
Entrepreneur of the Year SNME
award in 2000, He was a finalist again in 2012
He wos also a inadid in the industrial cate-
gory at the Africas Small. Medium and Micro
Enterprises Awands competition list year.
Hes also a motivational speaker who uses
his story to inspire others. He's keen to show
thint Tifie doesn'Uend whien vou becosmse para-
hysexd. “These things happen Lo so many peo-
ple - car accidents. diving accl
dents - bul Masi's story just
intrigued me, He's a hero,” he

Martin read about the plight
of Masi, who was struck by a
youngster pamping off a bridge
over the N2 on Easter Sunday
o 10 Julby), and decided to

give hiim a wheelehalr and kit
out his home.

He flew to Cape Town to meet Mash the
day after he was transferved from Groote
Schuur Hospital to the Western Cape Reha:
bilitation Centre to begin his long, painful
rehabilitation process,

“This is Masis start” Martin says, "He needs
tor readise this lsn't a death sentence.

Martin will work closely with Masis doe-
tors over the next few months and design a
whesldir for him. “But it doesn't help just
rmiving him a wheelchair, F'm more interested
i wihal baprpens alterwards, 1 wanl to help
Masi get his independende back

“We're still normil people” he adds. “We
g Jusd have more fun now. Yes, we may be
slighthy more imited than other people bul
why shoubd you let vour chair limit you even
further? Beskdes walldng is overrated "l

MIDDLE:
Martin's mam
Louise, i in-
strumental in

his company,

¥ Radical Mobil-
Ity. LEFT:He's
kept busy as a
mativational
spaker,

W The Dassie 200 RWD,/FWD Power
Wheelchair ts an entry-level model, It has
all-terrain wheels at the back which allows
it to be used outdoors but onby on level,

sodid ground andmtm:mdormud.ﬁ:r
example. nal iterns are front s,
.u.lfnr,-he L, & lap table, & drinks

and tilting and elevating ability.

B The Garelle 250 RWD Power Wheelchair
Is @ more stylish power unit with comfort-
able seating, It can be used indoars or
outtoors and has a lass frame,

It can travel up to 10k and has a
bustt-in oo soat tilt, The chais

has a stoel frame, anti-tilt wheels and

& 15-degree angle capability.

B The Predator 4X4 Pawer Wheelchair ks
an ali-terrain 434, 1 DD0-watt model with
independent suspensian that uses quad
bike wheels. This wheelchair can drive
through sand, mud and even do heking
trails. It has a reclining back rest and
powar seat elevation, and can be made
with LED fights, a lap table, drinks holder
and a single fool plate. It travels at up to
10 km /b 2nd has four 24-volt mators.

B The Standing Predator 44 Power
Wheelchair has the same specifications
as the original Predator but allows its user
to stand upright. This offers an impraved
range of motion, reduction of muscle
spasticity, prevention of pateaporosks,

cireulation, pressure redief to
visinerable arens ta help prevent pres-
sure Sofes, impraved bowel and bladder
regularity, fewer kidney stonesand a
decreased risk of chest infections and
pReumona,
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